
293 

Agency for International Development § 701.3 

SOURCE: 80 FR 36705, June 26, 2015, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 701.1 Definitions. 

This section contains the definitions 
for terms used in this part. Other 
terms used in the part are defined at 2 
CFR part 200. Different definitions may 
be found in Federal statutes or regula-
tions that apply more specifically to 
particular programs or activities. 

Key individual means the principal of-
ficer of the organization’s governing 
body (for example, chairman, vice 
chairman, treasurer and secretary of 
the board of directors or board of trust-
ees); the principal officer and deputy 
principal officer of the organization 
(for example, executive director, dep-
uty director, president, vice president); 
the program manager or chief of party 
for the USG-financed program; and any 
other person with significant respon-
sibilities for administration of the 
USG-financed activities or resources, 
such as key personnel as identified in 
the solicitation or resulting coopera-
tive agreement. Key personnel, wheth-
er or not they are employees of the 
prime recipient, must be vetted. 

Key personnel means those individ-
uals identified for approval as part of 
substantial involvement in a coopera-
tive agreement whose positions are es-
sential to the successful implementa-
tion of an award. Vetting official means 
the USAID employee identified in the 
application or award as having respon-
sibility for receiving vetting informa-
tion, responding to questions about in-
formation to be included on the Part-
ner Information Form, coordinating 
with the USAID Office of Security 
(SEC), and conveying the vetting deter-
mination to each applicant, potential 
subrecipients and contractors subject 
to vetting, and the agreement officer. 
The vetting official is not part of the 
office making the award selection and 
has no involvement in the selection 
process. 

§ 701.2 Applicability. 

The requirements established in this 
part apply to non-Federal entities, 
non-profit organizations, for-profit en-
tities, and foreign organizations. 

§ 701.3 Partner vetting. 
(a) It is USAID policy that USAID 

may determine that a particular award 
is subject to vetting in the interest of 
national security. In that case, USAID 
may require vetting of the key individ-
uals of applicants, including key per-
sonnel, whether or not they are em-
ployees of the applicant, first tier sub-
recipients, contractors, and any other 
class of subawards and procurements as 
identified in the assistance solicitation 
and resulting award. When USAID con-
ducts partner vetting, it will not award 
to any applicant who determined ineli-
gible by the vetting process. 

(b) When USAID determines an award 
to be subject to vetting, the agreement 
officer determines the appropriate 
stage of the award cycle to require ap-
plicants to submit the completed 
USAID Partner Information Form, 
USAID Form 500–13, to the vetting offi-
cial identified in the assistance solici-
tation. The agreement officer must 
specify in the assistance solicitation 
the stage at which the applicants will 
be required to submit the USAID Part-
ner Information Form, USAID Form 
500–13. As a general matter those appli-
cants who will be vetted will be typi-
cally the applicants that have been de-
termined to be apparently successful. 

(c) Selection of the successful appli-
cant proceeds separately from vetting. 
The agreement officer makes the selec-
tion determination separately from the 
vetting process and without knowledge 
of vetting-related information other 
than that, based on the vetting results, 
the apparently successful applicant is 
eligible or ineligible for an award. 
However, no applicants will be ex-
cluded from an award until after vet-
ting has been completed. 

(d) For those awards the agency has 
determined are subject to vetting, the 
agreement officer may only award to 
an applicant that has been determined 
to be eligible after completion of the 
vetting process. 

(e)(1) For those awards the agency 
has determined are subject to vetting, 
the recipient must submit the com-
pleted USAID Partner Information 
Form any time it changes: 

(i) Key individuals; or 
(ii) Subrecipients and contractors for 

which vetting is required. 
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